3 a Brown-Sequard's syndrome with motor and sensory loss on the contralateral side of the trunk and lower limbs (Fig. 2C ).
Radiological assessment
On inspection of the X-rays the vertebral injury may then be classified as described by Denis. A decision can be made whether the injury is stable or unstable ( Fig. 3, 4) .
In a stable lesion with minimal deformity conservative management may be commenced and continued. In an unstable lesion with deformity (e. In thoraco-lumbar injuries the same criteria will apply except that manipulation is replaced by postural reduction.
Indications for surgery (Table 2) Penetrating wounds are rare in road traffic or Table 3 Incidence of selected complications (Perth) This is well shown in the study carried out by Donovan, et al (1980) , who observed the rate of complications in those admitted early or after to specialized spinal injury centres (Table, 3 ,4).
The role of the rehabilitation specialist (Table 5) The rehabilitation medicine specialist should be (Fig. 10) , and by the tenodesis of the flexor pollicis tendon to achieve a key pinch grip to the fingers and thumb (Fig. 11) , which aid greatly independence.
Where the lesion is lower at C6 and C7 level, then other tendons are available to restore finger flexion. (Fig. 12,13 ). Such manual has been available for more than twenty years and has been of great use in preventing re-admission for complications Table 7 Cost of spinal cord paralysis we have in Australia more than 6, 000 wheelchair citizens. The cost to the community is increasing year by year (Table 7) . With our greater medical expertise early mortality will go on diminishing and life expectancy must increase.
Prevention program
There is now developing in the USA and in Australia, a program which we hope will succeed in reducing the incidence of spinal injury in the community. Our programs are directed towards the younger and older children at school and our lecturers are themselves confined to wheelchairs. If we cannot yet cure spinal injury, we should do all we can to prevent its occurrence by better education of the public, by better road design, and by better vehicle construction (Table 8) . 
